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State Senator Marie Alvarado-Gil
1021 O Street, Room 7240
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone: (916) 651-4004 
E-mail: Senator.Alvarado-Gil@senate.ca.gov
OR
Assemblymember Jim Patterson
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0008
Phone: (916) 319-2008 
E-mail: assemblymember.patterson@assembly.ca.gov
Dear [Recipient's Name],
I am writing to urge your support in advocating for a new, more equitable formula for the allocation of state funding for road maintenance. As a resident of Tuolumne County, it is clear that the current funding methodology falls short in addressing the unique needs of communities like ours.
The existing formulas that govern the State Fuel Excise Tax and SB-1, are most heavily weighted by population size. This causes a disparity between densely populated urban counties and sparsely populated rural counties. Rural counties must maintain more miles of road with fewer resources. This problem is significantly compounded by the effects of tourism. The population of Tuolumne County is about 54,000. However, since the county is home to the Stanislaus National Forest, Yosemite National Park, and numerous other attractive recreational destinations, it brings approximately 1.9 million tourist visits annually. This leads to far greater wear and tear on our roadways than the current funding structure can support. 
The current methodology overlooks the unique challenges faced by counties with a small population but high road usage due to tourism, leading to insufficient funding that jeopardizes road safety and sustainability.
I urge you to support a revision of the allocation formula to reflect the following principles:
1. Equitable consideration of road miles: Counties with a large network of roads need a formula that reflects the cost of maintaining that infrastructure.
2. Tourism consideration: High tourist traffic, particularly in counties with national parks or forests, should be factored into the funding formula. 
This change is essential to maintaining the safety and efficiency of our roadways, not only for residents but also for the millions of visitors who travel through our counties each year. We ask for your leadership in addressing this issue and working toward a more balanced and fair allocation of road maintenance funds.
Thank you for your attention to this critical matter. I look forward to hearing from you on how we can move forward to make these necessary changes.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Title (if applicable)]
[Your County]
