
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provider Alert 
 
 
April 25, 2016 
 
To: Tuolumne County Medical Providers 
 
From: Liza M. Ortiz, M.D., M.P.H. 
 Tuolumne County Health Officer 
Subject:  Increased Number of Syphilis Cases in Tuolumne County  
 
Tuolumne County Public Health Department has seen an increase in the number of syphilis cases reported so 
far in 2016, with eight (8) cases as of April 4, 2016.  In 2015, eleven (11) cases of syphilis were reported to 
Public Health, compared to seven (7) cases in 2014 and fifteen (15) syphilis cases from 2010 to 2013. 
 
It is important that if you are testing for sexually transmitted diseases, such as chlamydia or gonorrhea, that 
you also consider all other sexually transmitted diseases, including syphilis.  Laboratory diagnosis of syphilis 
can be made by visualizing the spirochete via dark field microscopy or serologic nontreponemal and 
confirmatory treponemal testing. 
 
As you are aware, persons with syphilis can present with a variety of clinical signs and symptoms, depending 
on the stage of disease.  Long term sequelae can be seen if not recognized and treated correctly. 
 
Treatment with long acting penicillin will cure syphilis in early stages.  A single intramuscular injection of 
Benzathine penicillin G (2.4 million units) will cure patients with primary, secondary or early latent disease.  
Three doses of Benzathine penicillin G (2.4 million units IM) at weekly intervals for three weeks are 
recommended for treatment of patients with late latent syphilis or latent syphilis of unknown duration.  
 
Note: combination of some penicillin preparations (e.g. Bicillin C-R) are not appropriate treatment for syphilis, 
as these combinations provide inadequate doses of penicillin.  Non-penicillin based anti-microbial drug 
regimens for those allergic to penicillin may include doxycycline, tetracycline and probenecid, but these non-
penicillin therapies should be used only in conjunction with close clinical and laboratory follow-up to ensure 
appropriate serological response and cure. 
 
Providers are encouraged at this time to maintain a high index of suspicion for possible syphilis infection in 
your patients.  Suspect or confirmed cases are to be reported to Tuolumne County Public Health Services via 
the appropriate Confidential Morbidity Report (attached).  For questions regarding syphilis diagnosis, 
treatment and/or reporting, call the Public Health Department at 533-7401. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Liza M. Ortiz, MD, MPH 
Tuolumne County Health Officer 
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