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DRILLING AND NOTCHING OF STUDS
2013 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE R602.6

TOP PLATES
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BORED HOLE MAX,
DIAMETER 40 PERCENT
OF STUD DEPTH ;
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5/g IN. MIN, TO EDGE
|- %/ IN. MIN. TO EDGE
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NOTCH MUST NOT EXCEED 25
PERCENT OF STUD DEPTH

BORED HOLES SHALL NOT BE
LOCATED IN THE SAME CROSS
SECTION OF CUT OR NOTCH IN

IF HOLE IS BETWEEN 40 PERCENT AND

60 PERCENT OF STUD DEPTH, THEN STUD
MUST BE DOUBLE AND NO MORE THAN TWO
SUCCESSIVE STUDS ARE DOUBLED AND SO
BORED

For SI: 1 inch =25.4 mm.
Note: Condition for exterior and bearing walls.

FIGURE R602.6(1)
NOTCHING AND BORED HOLE LIMITATIONS FOR EXTERIOR WALLS AND BEARING WALLS

Drilling and notching of studs shall be in accordance with the following:

1. Notching. Any stud in an exterior wall or bearing partition may be cut or notched to a depth not
exceeding 25 percent of its width. Studs in nonbearing partitions may be notched to a depth not to exceed 40
percent of a single stud width.

2. Drilling. Any stud may be bored or drilled, provided that the diameter of the resulting hole is no more
than 60 percent of the stud width, the edge of the hole is no more than 5/8 inch (16 mm) to the edge of the stud,
and the hole is not located in the same section as a cut or notch. Studs located in exterior walls or bearing
partitions drilled over 40 percent and up to 60 percent shall also be doubled with no more than two successive
doubled studs bored. See Figures R602.6(1) and R602.6(2)

Exceptions: Use of approved stud shoes is permitted when they are installed in accordance with the
manufacturer’s recommendations.
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DRILLING AND NOTCHING OF STUDS IN
INTERIOR NON BEARING WALLS

2013 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE
R602.6(2)

TOP PLATES

STUD

BORED HOLE MAX.
DIAMETER 60 PERCENT\
OF STUD DEPTH Q

5/5 IN. MIN. TO EDGE
|- 5/a IN. MIN. TO EDGE

NOTCH MUST NOT EXCEED
40 FERCENT OF STUD DEPTH

7
BORED HOLES SHALL NCT BE )

LOCATED IN THE SAME CROSS
SECTICN OF CUT OR NOTGH IN
sSTUD

For SI: 1 inch =25.4 mm.
FIGURE R602.6(2)
NOTCHING AND BORED HOLE LIMITATIONS FOR INTERIOR NONBEARING WALLS
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